Statement of Motivation
I am a married and working a job full time. Due to the constraints on my time, it is not possible to attend a university full time. This is the main reason that I have chosen an online program. The other major reason is that I am an expatriate living in Saudi Arabia and admission to the best Saudi Universities is very difficult for expatriates. 

I have been a lifelong learner.  I have always studied some facet of my profession, either in formal educational environments or by studying on my own. I believe that it is necessary to maintain professional skills through continued education. There have been many other subjects that I have been interested at various times which have required me to attend a training course to obtain the information and/or skills that I desired to learn.

I entered the computer field in 1964, before there were degrees in computer science. When I started you had to get a degree in Electrical Engineering. I received much of my on the job training from the US Navy, particularly my hardware background. Much of my initial software training I obtained by self study. Having a degree was never an issue before I moved to the Middle East. I have advanced about as far as possible without having a degree. Therefore my desire for a Masters is driven by the desire to expand my employment opportunities and broaden my sphere of knowledge.

One of the areas that I have interest in professionally is the area of security engineering. This program has an elective which will help me expand into that area. It has been many years since I have been involved in formal software testing and quality analysis. The electives in this course with regard to this subject will help me get re-introduced to this section of the industry. It will also sharpen my skills and allow me to improve the software testing that I am currently involved in.

I my goals for taking this course are to increase my knowledge of the IT industry, refresh my existing skills, learn new skills through the electives available as part of this program. I look forward to continuing participation in the IT industry here in the Middle East. I believe that completing this program and obtaining a Masters will allow me the growth path into a management position within the IT industry. 
